GOVERNOR'S ADVISORY COUNCIL ON AGING

LEGISLATIVE & POLICY COORDINATING COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES
January 8, 2009

Council Members, Liaisons & Committee Participants Present

Bill Engler (Chair), Kati Bates, Bernadine Hoffman, Doyle Meredith, Gregg Kiely, Jutta Ulrich
for Lynn Larson, Pam Stevenson, John Linda, Don Ritchie, Christine Bryson-Lazo, Melanie
Starns

Council Members Not Present
George Evanoff, Joyce Finkelstein, Marilyn Johnson, Bernadette Polley, Barry Spiker

Council Staff Present
Cathy De Lisa, Shawn Trobia

Guests Present
Moraima Chavez, Phillip Cardona, Tim Schmaltz, Ritch Steven

Call to Order, Welcome, Introductions & Approval of Minutes

Committee Chair Bill Engler called the meeting to order at 11:38 a.m., and a welcome and
introduction period followed. Minutes from the November 6, 2008 meeting were reviewed.
Bernadine Hoffman made a motion to approve the minutes as written and Doyle Meredith
seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.

Updates

Session timeline/deadlines

Deputy Director Cath%/ De Lisa provided a timeline/deadline listing and a brief review of the
dates for the 2009 49" Legislature — 1* Regular Session. A copy of the handout is available
through the Advisory Council on Aging office.

Bills posted to date

Deputy Director Cathy De Lisa provided a listing of the bills posted as of January 7, 2009 that
are being tracked by the Governor’s Advisory Council on Aging. The group briefly reviewed the
summaries commenting on those that have potential to significantly impact older Arizonans
including S1014: AHCCCS; Long-Term Care; Eligibility - which restricts eligibility for Arizona
Long Term Care System (ALTCS) to those with income no more than 50% of the federal
poverty guideline. A copy of the Bill Tracking List is available through the Council office.



2009 Legislative Platforms and Priorities

Committee Chair Bill Engler invited members of state agencies and advocacy group members in
attendance to share their legislative platforms and priorities for 2009.

Attorney General’s Office — Pam Stevenson reported that the office is working to refine

Financial Exploitation Rules, enhance sentencing for elder abuse, revisiting reverse mortgages
with intent to mirror federal law, strengthening mortgage fraud laws, working to eliminate
veterans scams that use veterans to raise dollars, and tracking efforts to reintroduce legislation
regarding payday lenders.

Protecting Arizona’s Family Coalition PAFCO — Tim Schmaltz provided the Coalition’s 2009

Legislative Position Statement and the PAFCO Health Care Advocacy Project — Promoting
Health Care Reform through Citizen Action sheet presenting the following key points:

Arizona can maintain some health and human services through federal stimulus dollars
but significant state cuts will still impact families.

Unemployment rates are leading indicators of future health and human services needs
projected 6-months in advance.

PAFCO supports APSHA’s Unity in Purpose effort at federal level.

A copy of the Legislative Position Statement and the PAFCO Health Care Advocacy Project
handout are available through the Council office.

AARP — Ritch Steven — reports AARP is working with other group to further legislative platform

and priorities recognizing painful trade offs will occur due to fiscal year 2010 budget trade offs.
Key points made:

If states make no changes to Medicaid programs, there will be big Medicaid dollar influx
from the federal government. Arizona has the potential to receive $850 million.

Payday lending — despite sound defeat of Proposition 200, some legislators to sponsor
payday lending extension bill and AARP will be vigilant on this.

TABOR - Tax Payer Bill of Rights which caps spending at new levels. Belief that some
variation of this may surface, again.

AAREP is on the lookout for any cuts to independent living services, transportation
services, senior services including those provided by senior centers.

Newly renamed Senate Healthcare and Medical Liability Reform committee will work on
TORT reform affecting hospital emergency rooms. AARP is national opponent to
liability reform that discriminates against individual’s rights to grievance and access to
the courts.

AHCA - John Linda - provided the following legislative platform and priorities for AHCA:

AHCA supports NCIA bill that would increase licensing and re-licensing fees for nursing
care institution administrators and assisted living managers. Fees haven’t increased in 13
years according to Mr. Linda.

Limited liability on malpractice, TORT Reform — AHCA sees a need for it to minimize
frivolous and costly lawsuits and ensure balance.

Nurse Practice Act — AHCA supported efforts for Certified Medication Technician and
will support legislative efforts to continue the pilot program in the six facilities currently
involved in the evaluation.
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e AHCA supports the Federal Economic Stimulus which provides 3:1 match for long term
care.

e CMS rating system — AHCA advocating to either remove rating system or include
customer satisfaction and input as part of the CMS rating system.

Christine Bryson-Lazo, Verde Valley Seniors in Action Coalition and Seniors in Action Business
Alliance stated her group is currently looking at survey information they’ve collected and she
will share feedback at the March 2009 meeting.

Phillip Cardona of Care Focus Companion Services stated he felt his organization and other non-
medical providers would support Direct Care Worker licensing either for workers or providers if
proposed.

Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) - Gregg Kiely reported the following
transportation areas to watch for the coming year:
e LTAF- Il - local transportation part of lottery system that helps provide services for
health and human services.
e Transportation for all surface transit programs which will be up for reauthorization at the
federal level this year including SAFTEA-LU.

Melanie Starns — DES Division of Aging and Adult Services (DAAS) — expressed concern for
safety net services and the state dollars that support Home and Community Based Services
(HCBS) as independent living assistance. By comparison, the average cost of HCBS:
Independent Living services = $2,200 annually

AHCCCS/ALTCS = $15,000 annually

Nursing Care = $50,000 annually

Ms. Starns shared concern on perception of capacity building funds appropriated to Area
Agencies on Aging as putting money into infrastructure when much of those dollars have
actually been directed to building capacity in service delivery itself. Thus, a decrease in funding
actually means cuts to meals, trips to physician appointments, and more. She also sees an
inverse relationship; when the economy is bad, the need for safety net services increases. Adult
Protective Services caseload went up last year — she suspects in relation to the economy. The
Council’s advocacy agenda may need to include APS as a concern, as we may see more seniors
abandoned at hospital emergency rooms, skilled and assisted living facilities as families struggle
economically.

Committee Chair, Bill Engler thanked all those sharing their legislative platforms and priorities
with the Committee and the Council.

Senior Action Days Planning Discussion

Committee Chair Bill Engler reported that a work group met on this date regarding 2009 Senior
Action Days and while planning discussions at the last LPCC meeting had included three events,
the group’s perspective changed after reviewing budget cuts and current GACA staffing. The
group recommends a single event in 2009 on April 1* at the Executive Tower building with the
proposed time frame of 12:30 — 5:00 p.m. which would include one-on-one sessions scheduled
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by advocates and individuals with their legislators during the first hours of the afternoon, a
formal program mid day in the second floor conference room and a final open forum for public
input at the end. Suggestion made by LPCC members included inviting the new Governor to
speak and scheduling that at the end to launch the Public Forum and encourage people to stay
and finding a way to streamline the security entry process via use of volunteers. Discussions
included the need for collecting input and feedback from seniors and advocates around the state
by offering a Save the Date flier that would include an email address for returning input and
designing a portion of the flier that could be mailed back to the Governor’s Advisory Council on
Aging. Committee Chair, Bill Engler encouraged individuals to speak to their legislators with
their personal stories at the event and noted that the Area Agency on Aging and other agencies
and advocates throughout the state could submit concerns and questions to Council office for
inclusion that day. It was shared by Melanie Starns that investigations into the potential use of
technology such as video conferencing or web conferencing revealed costs that were too high
and accommodations were inadequate to work the way we had hoped. A suggestion was made
to include a local television station like Channel 8 as part of the event. The timing of the 2009
budget negotiations was discussed and determined not to be a factor in preparations for the event
but rather the 2010 budget process. Motion was made by Doyle Meredith to have the one Senior
Action Day as described at the Capitol Building and to forward this recommendation to the
Council for review and approval to include outreach and input from around the State. Motion
was seconded by Bernadine Hoffman. Motion passed unanimously.

Other Updates, New Business, & Announcements

Doyle Meredith reminded those in attendance that the Social, Health and Alzheimer’s
Committee would be meeting at 2:30 p.m. on this date in the same room. No further updates,
new business, or announcements were shared.

Action Items

Committee Chair Bill Engler will take motion to have the one Senior Action Day at the Capitol
Building to include outreach and input from around the State to the Council for review and
approval.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned by Committee Chair Bill Engler at 1:31 p.m.

Next Meeting:
The next Legislative and Policy Coordinating Committee meeting will be March 5, 2009 at the

State Executive Tower, Second Floor Conference Room. These meetings are open to the public.
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