
  
 

Executive Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, March 3, 2011 
 8:30 am – 9:15 am  

Governor’s Office on Aging Conference Room 
1700 W. Washington Street, Suite 240, Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

 
Council Members Present 
George Evanoff, Joyce Finkelstein, Bernadine Hoffman, Noreen Nickerson-Cruz, Joe Woods, 
and Charles Brown. 
 
Council Members Absent 
None 
 
Council Staff Present 
Cathy De Lisa  
 
Guests Present & Signing In 
None 
 
Call to Order 
Council Chair George Evanoff called the meeting to order at 8:28 am with a welcome.   
 
Review of Minutes & Approval 
Following a review of the January 6, 2011 draft Executive Committee minutes, Joe Woods noted 
a technical correction needed then made a motion to accept the minutes of the last meeting as 
amended; Joyce Finkelstein seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Chair Report/Update 
Council Chair George Evanoff began his report by sharing ideas on a proposed trial run for 
Senior Action Day in Wilcox, Arizona on April 15, 2011.  According to the Council Chair, the 
event would be hosted by Charles Brown who will act as the meeting Chair.  The two-hour, 
morning event will include opportunities for legislators to share their input regarding senior 
issues with the audience and for the participants to share their input with the legislators in 
attendance.  Mr. Brown stated he had reserved space at the United Methodist Church in Wilcox 
and arranged for assistance from SouthEastern Arizona Governments Organization (SEAGO) as 
well as the local cable television provider to offer light refreshments and record the session, 
respectively.  Council Chair George Evanoff stated this trial run for Senior Action Day 2011 
would provide an opportunity to consider some of the challenges in logistics, and that he would 
bring results back to the Executive Committee to use in further planning.  A copy of the Council 



Chairman’s Senior Action Day Agenda/Process sheet is available for review through the Council 
on Aging office.   
 
Council Chair Evanoff announced two new members appointed to the Advisory Council on 
Aging:  Anne Morrison from Tucson and Elizabeth Rohn-Nelson of Sun City.  Ms. Rohn-Nelson 
has been appointed to the seat held by former Council member, Larry Woods.  Council Chair 
George Evanoff welcomed the new members and thanked Mr. Woods for his service.   
 
Office Updates  
Deputy Executive Director, Cathy De Lisa shared updates from the office: 

• The Governor’s Office on Aging is part of a collaborative effort with the Arizona 
Alzheimer’s Consortium and the Alzheimer’s Association Desert Southwest Chapter to 
offer a West Valley Mini Conference on June 3, 2011 in Peoria, Arizona.  This 
community event will be targeting the audience who attended the afternoon sessions of 
the 2010 Arizona Alzheimer’s Consortium annual conference; the Consortium will not be 
holding one large event this year.  Ms. De Lisa asked for the Council’s nonfinancial 
support of the event.  Council member Joyce Finkelstein made a motion recommending 
that the Council offer nonfinancial support of the West Valley Mini Conference on June 
3, 2011.  Bernadine Hoffman seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.     

• Staffing - Ms. De Lisa reminded the Executive Committee members that Executive 
Assistant Claire Parriott had resigned her position effective Friday, 2/25/2011 and 
staffing is currently at one full time position.  Interviews for the Program and Project 
Specialist II position are underway.  Ms. De Lisa introduced Jena Grady, graduate intern 
through the Arizona Interns in Action Program who has started helping track legislation 
on the Council’s tracking lists and working on the Aging 2020 report for the Governor’s 
Office on Aging website.  According to Ms. De Lisa, Jena is providing approximately 6 – 
7 hours of her time, weekly.  Elsa Gaynor, participant of the Senior Community Service 
Employment Program (SCSEP), will be graduating from that training program effective 
June 30, 2011 after several years of service to the Office and the Council on Aging.  
According to Ms. De Lisa, the coordination of the Council’s March meeting preparations 
would not have been possible without Elsa’s help, and she asked Council members to be 
sure to thank Elsa.   

• Ms. De Lisa stated that the Office on Aging continues to support efforts between the 
Alzheimer’s Association Desert Southwest Chapter, DES/Division of Aging and Adult 
Services and the Arizona Alzheimer’s Consortium in establishing the Arizona 
Alzheimer’s Task Force and carrying out the Alzheimer’s Priority Plan contained within 
State Plan on Aging 2011-2014.  The Office on Aging has arranged for the first meeting 
of the Task Force on March 18th.   

 
Announcements 
Joyce Finkelstein announced Green Valley will hold a centenarian celebration on May 6, 2011.   
 
Adjournment 
Council Chair George Evanoff adjourned the meeting at 9:05 a.m. 
 
Next Meeting  
The date and location of the next Executive Committee meeting to be determined and 
announced by Public Meeting Notice posted at the Governor’s Advisory Council on Aging 
website:  http://www.azgovernor.gov/gaca/
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